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STUDENT PROJECT DECISION TREE

Choose a student project

Is publication an
intended outcome?

Publication-oriented project
Higher expectations for novelty, methods,

documentation, and rigour

Primarily pedagogical project
Prioritize learning objectives, feasibility,

and a contained scope

Use existing data or
collect new data?

Use existing data

Choose from current SAGE projects
or available lab datasets

Use an online or public dataset
Check quality, permissions, and fit

with the research question

Collect new data

Is funding currently
available?

Develop a funded data-collection plan
Budget - timeline - ethics - roles

Which route is feasible?

Seek funding before beginning
data collection

Consider volunteer-based data collection
Confirm workload, ethics, participant burden,

and a realistic scope

FINAL FEASIBILITY CHECK
Supervisor fit - ethics - timeline - skills

data access - student workload

ORIENTATION GUIDE ONLY
Final approval depends on supervisor capacity, lab priorities,

ethical requirements, and the SAGE Lab project-capacity review.
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